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our ears—Nora's declaration of her right and duty to
be no " thing y\ but a human being—what do we
now find ? This uncompromising individualist, this
fighter of lies, has come to see that there is a greater
duty than either; and that is, self-sacrifice, self-
immolation in the cause of human well-being, for the
man as for the woman ; he has discovered that there
is a " something in us not ourselves making for right-
eousness "—the abnegation of ourselves. Also that
this something means more to " him who formed
the pitcher53, than all the evanescent lies, all the
egocentric individualism that tramples people and
things heroically underfoot. Ibsen's ideal of woman-
hood has long ceased to seek self-realisation in
freedom; the old Romantic dream returns; the
woman redeems through self-sacrificing love, as
Solvejg did of old. Ibsen's last word on woman's
work in the world, as on man's, is a recantation of the
militant individualism with which he set out: now,
the highest life-wisdom is renunciation, self-sacrifice,
the obliteration of individuality in the patient service
of the great entity, humanity. He had begun by bravely
seeking to bring forth a fair new world, in the spirit
of truth, with the destruction of the lies that ensnare
our lives ; only to find, with the years, that truth
itself is but a fleeting, relative thing. He had sought
to build up a new society on personality and freedom.
But all that is gone ; and all that is left is resignation.
And yet not quite all, for one great positive thought
emerges from these later plays, a thought that had
never been far absent from him since }Losmersholm>
the thought to which our own Carlyle clung grimly
to the end : " Work 1—Work and despair not! "
Ibsen's " Epilogue " is, then, a final recantation of
the social and ethical criticism of the long series
of his modern dramas; a recantation written by
a poet to whom it was not given to attain harmony
with himself, to solve the great life-riddle, to enter
the promised land of his " third kingdom ". There

